Fishery and population characteristics of

mackerel landed by trawlers along

the Dakshina Kannada coast by Rohit, Prathibha et al.
Indian J. Fish., 45(1) : 21-27, Jan.-Mar., 1998 
Fishery and population characteristics of 
mackerel landed by trawlers along 
the Dakshina Kannada coast 
PRATHIBHA ROHIT, P.P. PILLAP, ALLI, C. GUPTA AND K. PREETHA 
Mangalore Research Centre of Central Marine Fisheries Research Institue, 
Mangalore - 575 001, India 
ABSTRACT 
The Indian mackerel, Rastrelliger kanagurta forms 5-40 % of the marine fish 
landings along the Dakshina Kannada coast. The paper deals with the fishery, 
biology and stock assessment of mackerel landed by trawlers along this coast. 
The mackerel landed were in size 145-275 mm and the length-weight relation 
was W = 0.00000138481 L ^^^^ Growth parameters estimated were L = 
281.67 mm and K = 1.233. Based on these estimates and mean values of M 
1.696, F 2.9226 and Z 4.6186 with current effort, yield is 452 t per annum 
at E 0.63. The MSY has been calculated as 530 t for an effort factor of 6.0 
indicating that further increase in effort can bring in more mackerel. 
Introduction 
The Indian mackerel, Rastrelliger 
kanagurta is one of the most important 
pelagic fish resources along the Dakshina 
Kannada coast and it forms 5-40 % of 
the total marine fish landings here. 
Since early 70's purse seine has been 
the most efficient gear in landing the 
mackerel during September-March. The 
indigenous gear operating during the 
monsoon months land mackerel in small 
quantities. Stray specimens of mackerel 
have been observed occasionally in the 
trawl nets operated off Mangalore (Rao 
et al., 1962). Of late, trawlers have 
started landing marckerel in consider-
able quantities. As a large number of 
trawlers operate here almost through-
out the year and the effort is increasing 
every year, contribution by trawlers to 
the mackerel fishery of this region is 
becoming significant (Fig. 1). It is 
therefore felt appropriate tha t a study 
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Fig. 1. Contribution of trawl net to the total 
mackerel catch. 
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on the fishery and population of the 
mackerel landed by trawlers should be 
condueted utilising the data collected 
during 1988-'92. 
Material and methods 
Data on the effort and catch were 
collected from the commercial trawlers 
at Mangalore and Malpe for 18 days and 
the data on length, weight and other 
biological aspects were collected for 8 to 
10 days in a month. Total length in mm 
from tip of snout to the tip of the upper 
caudal lobe and wet weight in grams 
were taken at the field itself. The data 
on catch and length of mackerel landed 
by purse seines were also collected and 
used for comparison. Random samples 
were analysed for sex in the laboratory. 
For population studies, monthly length 
- frequency data during 1989-'91 were 
pooled and analysed using LFSA pro-
gramme (Sparre, 1987). Natural mortal-
ity was estimated by using Pauly's 
empirical formula (Pauly, 1980) taking 
the mean temperature of the trawling 
grounds as 29°C. The average total 
number of mackerel landed per year by 
length group, the estimated growth 
parameters and the natural mortality 
were used as inputs for Jone's Length-
based Cohort Analysis (Jones, 1984). 
The combined estimates of 'F' (Cohort 
Analysis) and 'M' (Pauly's formula) were 
compared to the value of 'Z' estimated 
by Length Converted Catch Curve Analy-
sis (Pauly, 1983; 1984 a, b). The stock 
and potentials were assessed by the 
Length-based Thompson and Bell Model 
(Thompson and Bell, 1934) using the 
fishing mortalities and average recruit-
ment estimated by Length Converted 
Cohort Analysis. 
Results 
The trawlers operating along the 
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Fig. 2. Length-frequency distribution of 
mackerel caught in the trawl net and the 
purse seine. 
Dakshina Kannada are mainly 36-42 
footer wooden boats with 2-6 days 
endurance at sea. Trawl nets with 20 -
35 mm cod end mesh operating mainly 
for prawns and squids get mackerel as 
by-catch usually from 20-40 m depths 
almost in all months. But, peak land-
ings occur generally during May. The 
monthwise effort, catch and catch per 
unit effort for the period 1988-'92 are 
given in Table 1. 
The mackerel caught in trawl net 
ranged in size from 145 to 275 mm with 
mode at 210 mm (Fig. 2). The length-
weight relationship was computed as 
W = 0.00000138481 L ^''^l The fishes 
landed by the trawl net were bigger 
than those landed by purse seine, with 
adults comprising 87.9 % (Fig. 2). The 
males outnumbered the females during 
most of the months with significant 
values in February-May. The x^  test 
(Table 2) shows significant dominance 
of males at 5 % level. 
Assuming the growth of mackerel to 
follow the von Bertalanffy's growth 
formula L and K have been estimated 
as 281.67 mm and 1.233 respectively. 
Computational details of the estimation 
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of fishing mortality (F) by Jone's Length 
Converted Cohort Analysis are pre-
sented in Table 3. The terminal exploi-
tation rate (F/Z) was chosen when 
mortality/exploitation rate for the last 
few length groups become approxi-
mately equal. The mean value of F was 
calculated in order to compare the 
results of the Cohort Analysis with the 
results of the Length Converted Catch 
Curve Analysis (Fig. 3). The total 
instantaneous mortality (Z) was directly 
estimated by analysis of Length Con-
verted Catch Curve. The mean values of 
the mortality parameters estimated by 
the above methods were as follows : 
M = 1.696 
F = 2.9226 
M + F = 4.6186 (Cohort Analysis) 
The Z according to Length Converted 
Catch Curve had a very close value of 
4.7. Using the results of Cohort Analysis 
(Table 3) in the Thompson and Bell 
Model, estimates on current size of 
stock biomass and potential yield were 
made. Table 4 gives the values of yield 
and biomass at different levels of fishing 
effort. It is seen that at the current level 
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« 5f d t i Fig. 3. Length converted catch cui^ e^ for 
mackerel landed by trawlers. 
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TABLE 2. Sex distribution along with the results of 
the chi-square test of mackerel landed by 
trawlers during the period 1989-'91 






























































Total 859 565 1,424 60.700 
of effort (X = 1.00) the yield is about 452 
t per annum and the exploitation rate 
E = (F/Z) = 0.63. The maximum sustain-
able yield of 530 t is achieved when the 
level of fishing is increased to 6. 
Discussion 
Compared to the purse seiners, the 
contribution by trawlers to the present 
mackerel fishery of Dakshina Kannade 
is small, but with the introduction of 
more multiple day/night fishing units, 
the landings of mackerel by these units 
are becoming significant. A positive 
aspect observed in the mackerel fishery 
by trawl is that only large size fishes are 
landed and as majority of the fishes are 
either in the partially or fully spent 
stages of gonad development, the fishes 
are provided with at least one chance to 
spawn before they are captured. 
The Thompson and Bell Analysis 
(Table 4) indicates that the present 
catch of 452 t can be increased to 530 
t (MSY) by increasing the present level 
of fishing from 1 to 6. However, in this 
case an increase in effort to achieve the 
MSY cannot be recommended as the 
fishing operation will not be economical. 
As mentioned earlier the trawlers do 
not target on fishing mackerel, so an 
increase or decreas in the trawl effort 
will have to be suggested based on the 
studies carried out on the target species. 
However, it may be suggested that any 
further increase in effort expended by 
trawlers will result in substantial in-
crease in mackerel catch. 
The L value of 281.67 mm obtained 
in the present study seems to be a 
realistic figure as fishes having a size of 
275 mm are available in the regular 
trawl catches. Yohannan (1979) studied 
the growth pattern of mackerel caught 
by nonselective traditional gear along 
the Mangalore coast and estimated the 
L of mackerel in the mature phase as 
271.82 mm. This value is comparable to 
the results obtained in the present 
study where the sample consisted mostly 
of mature fishes. Earlier, Rao et al. 
(1962) based on samples collected from 
rampan estimated the L of mackerel as 
316 mm and Devaraj et al. (1994) using 
the same data estimated the L of 
mackerel of the Mangalore region as 
228 mm. The L estimated by Rao et al. 
(1962) is on the higher side as mackerel 
measuring more than 280 mm were not 
observed in the catch. The higher value 
could have resulted due to pooling of 
small and large size fishes and not 
taking into consideration the phenome-
non of growth compensation as observed 
by Yohannan (1979). Devaraj et al. 
(1994) estimated different L values 
ranging from 227 to 285 mm for mack-
erel samples collected from various 
centres along the southwest coast of 
India. Preliminary genetic studies by 
Verma et al. (1994) on mackerel did not 
reveal the existence of different stocks 
along the Manglore coast. Therefore the 




























































































































































































































































































































































































Mean (FL > =210); 2.9226 (weighted by stock number). 
These results were obtained using the parameters: L = 281.61, K = 1.233. 
M = 1.696, M/2K = 0.687, Terminal exploitation rate = 0.3894892, q in W = qL-^ b (grams, cm) = +1.38481E-06, b in W = qL^b = 3.382. 
to 
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TABLE 4. Thompson and Bell long term forecast for 
























































































































msy = 187.696 t 
different values of L estimated by 
Devaraj et al. (1994) could be, as opined 
by the authors themselves, due to 
certain degree of spatial and annual 
variations in the growth of the fish. 
Length measurements of mackerel 
caught by different gear showed differ-
ence in thier size range. Analysis of data 
collected from gears also could affect the 
estimation of growth parameters. How-
ever, from the studies carried out and 
from actual field observations along the 
Mangalore coast, it can be stated that 
mackerel grows to a maximum length of 
280 to 285 mm. The trawlers land 
mainly large sized mackerel and any 
further increase in trawl effort shall 
only result in enhanced mackerel catch. 
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